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bleau, aud went himself to the latter town as the heads of
the columns returned from Saint-Dizier were reaching it,
which shows that his intention was to march on Paris. The
enemy's generals have since admitted that if the Emperor
had attacked them, they would not have dared to accept
battle. Behind them was the Seine, and Paris with its
million inhabitants, who might rise during the battle, barri-
cade the streets and bridges, and cut off their retreat. They
had, therefore, determined to retire, and encamp on the
heights of Belleville, Montrnartre, and Chaumont, which
command the right bank of the Seine and the road to
Germany.

But fresh events detained them in Paris. M. de Talley-
rand, once a bishop, now married, had been to all appearance
most devotedly attached to the Emperor, who had made him
Prince of Benevento, Grand Chamberlain, and so on. But
his pride was hurt at being no longer Napoleon's first confidant
and director of his policy, and he had, since the disastrous
Russian campaign, put himself at the head of the smothered
opposition set up by the malcontents of all parties, and
especially the aristocracy of the Faubourg Saint-Germain.
In the days of his prosperity they had submitted to and even
served Napoleon; now they were his enemies, and without
openly compromising themselves, attacked him by all avail-
able means. The chiefs were such men as the Abbe de
Pradt, Archbishop of Malines, M. de Chateaubriand, M.
Laisn6, and others, all able mea, who, directed by Talleyrand,,
the ablest intriguer of them all, had for some time been
looking out for a chance of upsetting Napoleon. They saw
that they would never have one more favourable than the-
present. But though Napoleon was at the moment greatly
weakened, he was not quite beaten. Besides the army which
had just done such wonders under him, there were Suchet's
between the Pyrenees and the Garonne, numerous troops
under Soult, and two fine divisions at Lyons. The Army of"
Italy was still formidable; and thus, though the English
were in occupation of Bordeaux, Napoleon could st^ll collect
a large force and prolong the war indefinitely if he raised

\.s for a few days,
